
If you want to make Jesus known then we must begin by making
sense of the whole sweep of Scripture, and connect the Christian
story to life’s deepest questions. The message of the gospel is not
something that we can invent or adapt; it is something we have
received through the generations as stewards of God’s mysteries (1
Cor 15:1-4; 2 Cor 4:2; 2 Tim 2:2). And if Christians are going follow and
talk about Jesus in a secular age, we need to be so familiar with
God’s story that it shapes everything we think, say, and do.
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SHARING OUR FAITH BEGINS BY
KNOWING OUR FAITH.

KNOW GOD'S STORY

 CREATED FOR GOOD1. 2. DAMAGED BY EVIL 3. RESTORED FOR BETTER

4. SENT TOGETHER TO HEAL 5. SET EVERYTHING RIGHT



SET EVERYTHING RIGHT
(Matt 24:14-25:46; John 5:24-29; Rev 20:11-22:21)
One day Jesus will return to bring an end to evil,
suffering, and death. Jesus will restore justice through
judgment, and all people will be resurrected to give an
account. For those who refuse the offer of forgiveness
and eternal life, they will face the final end of their evil,
described as the eternal punishment of the second
death. Those who have trusted in Jesus will live eternally
with God in His new world.

CREATED FOR GOOD
(Gen 1-2; Deut 6:5; Matt 22:37-38)
Everything begins with God at the centre. Humans were
made good in God’s image, and designed to love God
and each other, working together to cultivate the planet.
But since love requires free choice for relationship to be
meaningful, God granted humans the freedom to either
trust his moral boundaries would lead to their flourishing,
or to try and define good and evil on their own terms.

DAMAGED BY EVIL
(Gen 3; Jer 17:9; Rom 1:18-32; Gal 5:19-21)
Humans doubted God’s goodness, broke faith with God,
and violated their purpose as image-bearers, becoming
corrupted by evil. Selfishness dethroned love, fracturing
our relationship with God, others, the world, and
ourselves. Guilty before God humans were exiled from His
holy presence and subject to death and judgment in
order that God could finally deal with the evil that
plagues His world.

RESTORED FOR BETTER
(Isa 52:13-53:12; John 3:1-21; 10:10; Rom 3:21-5:21)
God became human in Jesus of Nazareth. Through Jesus’
life we see God revealed. Through Jesus’ teaching and
healing ministry we see a window into a world where God
is king. Through Jesus’ substitutionary death, where he
paid the penalty for our evil, we can be forgiven by a holy
God. Through Jesus’ resurrection we have proof of his
divine identity and that death does not get the final say.

SENT TOGETHER TO HEAL
(Matt 20:25-28; 28:18-20; John 13:34-35; 15:5-27)
Jesus sends out his followers as witnesses to his death
and resurrection. The Church is commissioned to
spread out across the globe and continue the mission
and ministry of Jesus, opposing evil and seeking to
bring healing to its symptoms, inviting people to be
reconciled to God through faith in Jesus’ death and
resurrection.



But in your hearts revere
Christ as Lord. Always be

prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to

give the reason for the hope
that you have.  But do this

with gentleness and respect…

1 Peter 3:15

The healthiest way to frame the truth about Jesus is to marry together
our lives and our words. Our personal holiness and public love for
others naturally open up the door for healthy God conversations. That
is how the Apostle Peter framed our task in public witness.
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Peter frames our public witness by
starting with our private worship. As
we submit all of our nature to God,
orbit all of our lives around Jesus, and
focus all of our energies on true
worship, that our love for God will spill
over into our love and concern for
others.

KNOW OUR REASONS

WORSHIP
COMES FIRST



BE READY TO GIVE AN ANSWER

Peter assumes that because of our
worship of Jesus, and how it spills over
into who we are and what we do, our
lives will look different. That
something about who we are
provokes questions in the people
around us to which the gospel is the
answer. He doesn’t say to stand on the
street corner and harass people
(though public evangelism has a rich
place in Scripture). He assumes that
your life is making people curious, and
they are asking you about the hope
that you have.

Inevitably people have barriers to being able to believe in Jesus. For some
it may be a question of evidence or truth. For other it may be bad
experiences that cloud their openness towards Christianity. Still others
may have deep disappointments with God from unmet expectations.
Behind nearly any question you can be asked will be one of two questions:

LIVE A
QUESTIONABLE

LIFE

 1. IS CHRISTIANITY TRUE?
2. IS GOD GOOD?

"Hasn’t science
disproved

Christianity?" 

"Does God exist?"

"Why trust the Bible?"

"What about
suffering?"

"Why hell?"

"Why is God seem
so distant?"
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When someone asks a good question and you don’t have
a reasonable answer, say “I don’t know! But that’s a great
question, and I’ll think about it and get back to you
tomorrow!” Then go and ask someone (perhaps your team
leader, or leadership team). The goal is not to give an
exhaustive answer, merely a helpful conversational one, so
think about one thing you can say. The best answers focus
on Jesus, who both reveals to us the truth of the Christian
faith, and shows us exactly what God is like.

SPEAK AND LISTEN

Not only are we meant to live questionable lives, but if
we want to be like Jesus, we should be good at asking
questions ourselves. Rarely does he ever answer a
question without asking one of his own. And that is
because questions help get to the heart of where
someone is coming from. Jesus never repeated the
same gospel formula with different people, but asked
healthy questions that exposed their motives,
struggles, sins, and need. If you want to have better
God conversations, then maybe think about asking
some of the questions on the last page.

ASK GOOD QUESTIONS

JESUS WAS A MASTER
CONVERSATIONALIST. HE POSED

OVER 307 QUESTIONS ACROSS THE
FOUR GOSPELS.



BEHIND EVERY
QUESTION IS A
QUESTIONER. 

Doubts and questions can sometimes be a sinful vehicle to relieve the
conscience - a smokescreen to avoid addressing the real issue that lies
behind a person’s refusal to believe.

THE QUESTION OF A QUESTIONER ARE
NEVER PURELY INTELLECTUAL; THERE

ARE SPIRITUAL AND MORAL
COMPONENTS TO A PERSON BEING

WILLING TO EMBRACE CHRIST. 

What sets Jesus worlds apart in his spiritual
genius is how the stories of the gospels
reveal his ability to truly know the person to
whom he is speaking, and tailor a response
to suit. Why?

GOOD QUESTIONS REVEAL

Questions make
people think about

their own answers to
life’s questions.

Questions get to
the heart of the

issue and expose
motives.

Questions open
up conversation

in a way that
answers do not. 



What do you want? (John 1:38)
Who do you say that I am? (Matt. 16:15)

EXAMPLES FROM JESUS

HELPFUL QUESTIONS FOR
GOD CONVERSATIONS

Have you ever had an experience that makes you think God
might be real?
What is your personal story when it comes to faith and
God?
What is your concept of God? Do you view Him positively or
negatively?

SPIRITUAL CONVERSATIONS

How would you describe human nature?
What do you believe about morality?
What happens when we die?

A PERSON'S WORLDVIEW

How did you come to believe that?
What would it take you to change your mind?

DIGGING AND DIRECTING

What do you think about Jesus?/Who is Jesus to you?
Have you ever heard some of the evidence for why people
believe in Christianity?

FAMILIARITY WITH CHRISTIANITY

What holds you back from believe in Christianity and
Jesus?
In what ways have you felt let down by God or Christians?

IDENTIFYING BARRIERS:


